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Grass sensuously 
undulates in the lazy 
wind and all is Utopian.
It is a lovely garden.
A place where flowers 
lethargically bob and bow
towards the sun, like spring
loaded children's toys; 
where, flying between 
or lightly landing on 
blossom burdened fruit trees
- so thick it looks like snow -
an abundance of busy 
bees buzz to and fro, 
collecting nectar for 
their hives but pollinating 
stamens too; of strawberries, 
onions, apples; enabling 
new growth; food, 
for me and for you.

Stinging and non-stinging bees,
short and long-tongued bees,
bees with bulbous thoraces 
vigorously vibrating the 
anthers of plants to encourage
them to relinquish their pollen.

But bees are canaries
in the ecological coal-mine 
and the number of once
prolific bees is decreasing, 
affected by pesticides and, 
stressed, prey to disease, 
parasites and pathogens.

~

BEES
Jeremy Gadd
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DRUNK
Imelia Saunders
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